PICKETS POST NEWSLETTER

APRIL 2019
APRIL RALLIES
4th/7th April.
Moreton CCC site. Station Road, Moreton,
Dorchester.DT2 8BB. MR 194/782892. See
siteseeker book page 173. £11.55 p.u.n. including
hook up/hardstanding.
BOOKED MEET
Stewards Christine/Terry Cole.

11th/14th April - Breamore House, Fordingbridge, Hants. SP6 2DF. MR 184/154191. Take A338
Ringwood to Fordingbridge Road. Just North of Fordingbridge at Breamore village turn Left to
Breamore House & follow DA signs. £7.20 p.u.n.
STEWARDS REQUIRED
18th/22nd April - EASTER MEET at Furzebrook. 31 Furzebrook Road, Wareham, Dorset. BH20
5AU. MR 195/932846. Full programme. Hall Friday, Saturday & Sunday evenings. Children’s
activities. Existing & prospective stewards meeting with food. South on Wareham bypass on A35
to Swanage take 3rd exit at roundabout SP Furzebrook/Blue Pool. Site 1 mile on left. £8.40 p.u.n.
Stewards – Dee/Tony Tester, Sue & Kevin Tye.

The Editor is Dean Mueller-Davies, 127 Craigmoor Avenue, Bournemouth. BH8 9LT
07754455276 or e-mail davdee46@gmail.com
Articles for the May issue must be with me by 10am, 17th April.
Next Committee meeting is 10th April.

Weekend stewards mobile number

www.newforestda.com

is now
07514 555790

April Rallies (cont’d)
26th/30th April - Durdle Door holiday park, Lulworth Cove, Wareham, Dorset. BH20
5PU. MR 194/810806. From Dorchester follow by pass & take the R turn to A352.
Take R turn towards Wareham. Go through Whitcombe & Broadmayne. Follow
A352 for 3.5m. Turn R (Red Lion PH) on R. Through Winfrith Newburgh.
Approximately 2 miles enter on R. £18 p.u.n. including hook up /hardstanding
BOOKED MEET. Stewards Marian/Alan Bown

Next committee meeting Wednesday 10th April.

Chairman’s profile
It was decided to put a profile in Pickets Post so that members learn a bit more
about the committee members.
I have been a New Forest DA member for 36 years. I have held the posts of Junior
Leader, Youth Leader, Social organiser, Vice Chairman and Chairman. For 10 years
I helped on the conservation group activites held during the Winter at Steamer Point,
Pamphill & Badbury rings.
I have also held posts on SWR – RYLO, SWR Secretary and I was on National
Council Admin committee as a co-opted member for a little while.
I am very much a cat lady but do like dogs as well. I have over the years taken 6
different cats camping. I always found that the male cats seemed to travel better. My
grown up children were both juniors and youth and took their youth tests.
Although I am retired I do some gardening jobs for other people including my
parents. I also work at the Cats Protection League shop in Poole.
During my working life I have been a nurse, care assistant, shop assistant, accounts
clerk, car leasing secretary, dinner lady and supervisor at Homebase garden centre.
I qualified for my City & Guilds in Horticulture at Hadlow College.
In my spare time, which there is not so much of I like to paint and draw. I started off
with acrylics and charcoal and moved on to watercolours and pastels. I have just
finished in the last 2 years pictures I drew in 2009 of Palma Harbour and a village in
Spain. These have been done in water colour and are framed. I had always wanted
to be able to paint a picture of my cats. I managed to achieve this with some help
from Jeff Hill, one of our members. I am really proud of them and managed to go to
a pastel class and produce another picture of Ben who died last year.
I also enjoy photography, which ties in with my love of art.

Chairman’s Welcome
I was very pleased to be voted onto committee as your Chairman for the following year.
It was good to see an increase of attendees at this year’s AGM. We had 44 members. Thank you
for turning up. We now have a full committee of 12 voting members, which is good. It is great to
have new younger members and we welcome Debbie & Del Hood, Kathryn Tye & Tina Evans.
Hopefully we will get some fresh ideas to help keep the DA running. Thank you to Lynda/ Chris
Sawkins, Margaret & Dennis Legg for providing the sandwiches and cake which were well
received.
I would like to thank Dean Mueller Davies for continuing to collate and distribute our
Pickets Post newsletter. It is a very important media item, keeping our members informed of DA
activities as many do not “Do Facebook”.
We need more input from members for Pickets Post. We do not just want rallies and booking
forms. It would be good if we could have photos and a short write up sent to Dean on rallies that
you attend with the New Forest DA. Write up to include events/places that you visited during the
rally.
After a discussion at the members’ meeting post AGM it has been decided to trial for a year to
increase the single supplement to cover booked meets as well as other weekend meets (as we
seem to have more booked meets now) but it will still not apply to THSs. This will be reviewed
at the members meeting post AGM 2020.
Also after a lengthy discussion and a close vote in favour of the proposal, it has been
decided to trial for a year that weekend rally stewards may (if they want to) put in a claim for
mileage allowance @ 25p per mile to cover travel to and from the site and to pick up stewarding
equipment if not camping the previous weekend. A vat fuel receipt must be produced dated no
more than 30 days before travel, with a claim form in the stewards’ kit. This is then to be sent to
the DA treasurer. Please put Bacs details on form if you wish to be paid this way. This will be
reviewed at the members’ meeting post AGM 2020. It may encourage more people to steward,
as we do not want any steward to be out of pocket.
We still do not have a social organiser but are hoping to still run social events with people’s help. If
anyone can help at rallies with food preparation or putting up the marquee please let us know.
At Easter we will need help putting up the DA marquee on Thursday & taking down on Monday.
SWR fixture books will be available from the stewards at both weekend rallies/THSs.
We are still in need of stewards for some rallies. Please look at the sites list and see if you can
help.
We are now running the BACS system for payments. Cheques can be paid for expenses but if you
prefer, please inform us of your BACS details to be paid this way.
We had a lovely evening at the South Lawns Hotel for the New Forest DA dinner dance. Everyone
enjoyed themselves and comments were that the staff were friendly and that the food was better
than last year. Thank you to those who attended & for raffle donations. The profit from the raffle
and sale of books at the AGM has gone to the Ugandan Conservation Trust to buy personal first
aid kits. Thank you to Janet Setchell for organising the event.

Thank you to Ian Fraser for stewarding the rally at Monkton Wyld this month.
Don’t forget to fill in your NFOL booking form if you wish to go. It is a good rally with plenty of
entertainment. It is fairly close this year at Turnpike Showground, so hope to see a few units from
the DA there.
Look forward to seeing many of you at the forthcoming rallies this year.

Heather Brown
Chairman.

Editor’s Plea
When you are out on a rally, could you please take some pictures of the rally field
and the surrounding area and send them to me with a little write up, this will
hopefully encourage more members to come and camp. My contact details are on
the front page.
Don’t forget if you have any camping related items to sell, or maybe you require
something, again let me know and I will advertise it in the next issue.
This is your magazine so please make use of it.
Happy camping.
Dean

