PICKETS POST NEWSLETTER

March 2020

Sites for March
Sandford park 12th - 16th March full
facility site.
Site fully booked, opens at 12noon

Monkton Wyld CCC nr Charmouth 27th
-30th March
This was a booked meet. 25th Feb was
your final chance to book.
Site opens at 1pm.
If using sat nav Do not turn off for
Monkton Wyld at end of duel
carriageway, stay on A35 till you see the
CCC brown sign, then turn right. Follow NFDA signs on site.
Site ideal for visiting Lyme Regis, Axminster and surrounding area

The Editor is Dean Mueller-Davies, 127 Craigmoor Avenue, Bournemouth. BH8 9LT
07754455276 or e-mail davdee46@gmail.com
Articles for the April issue must be with me by 10am, 20th March.
Next Committee meeting is on Wednesday 18th March.

Weekend stewards mobile number

www.newforestda.com

is now
07514 555790

Chairman’s Welcome
Although the weather has been bad I have put a picture of the almond blossom coming out
just as a reminder that Spring is just around the corner. I have many Spring flowers coming
up in the garden. One of my favourites is a dark purple crocus called remembrance. I have
over 60 planted in the garden in memory of my cats.
A special thank you to Marian & Alan Bown who braved storm Dennis and stewarded for 10
units at Birchwood. You were very brave. Without such stewards members would not be
able to enjoy reasonable priced rallies and with that thought in mind we urgently need two
sets of stewards for the Easter meet at 6p Handley. If you can help, please contact Ian our
sites officer or me. sites-officer@newforestda.com
The DA AGM is being held at Birchwood Sunday 26th April at 11am in the marquee. If you
are not camping you will be able to park your car either on the site if not too full or by the
shop. As the weather has been so unpredictable, the committee have decided to have a
backup plan in case we are unable to put up the marquee. The AGM will then be held at
The Grove Hall, Seaview Rd, Upton, Poole, Dorset. BH16 5NF
I am pleased to say that we have a volunteer to take over the treasurer’s job from Tina & 2
auditors. The names will be given out at the AGM and have been approved by the
committee for these positions.
We still need a replacement Secretary. Do not be put off by the job description. It is not an
onerous job and help will be given. Please consider this position and if interested contact
myself or Dee. We have 3 vacancies on committee to replace those that are standing down.
At the moment we have 12 on committee to take on the various job roles. We are
volunteers but we do have personal lives and wish to enjoy our camping as well as other
members. If you can help keep this DA going, please offer your help.
Heather Brown. Chairman New Forest DA. 01202 382778 (before 9pm)
chair@newforestda.com

NFDA NEEDS YOU – Officer Vacancies
Treasurer – Committee and Executive position
Secretary – Committee and executive position
THS Officer – Non committee or committee position
Auditor x 2 – Non committee position. Must not be
related to a committee member.
Sites Officer – Non committee or committee
position
Social Organiser – Non committee or committee
position
Other Committee positions
PRO
ARC
Committee members – various job roles

Your Temporary Holiday Sites
Thank you to the members who have stepped forward since my appeal to enable us to run Ballard School
for the first 2 weeks, Wareham Rugby Club for the first 2 weeks plus a week at Breamore. This still leaves
me with gaps for 7 weeks to completely run the THS sites this year.
I do therefore urgently need your help.
If you are wondering how this works I will try to give you an idea. Stewards arrive the day before members
to give them time to set up their unit and put out signs etc.
After that with 2 sets on site you decide between you when and how best to cover the time. You all have
time off, possibly a few hours could be a day the decision is yours to decide with your fellow stewards.
You are not left to suddenly do this on your own as all sites now have one set of stewards who have done
this before and will show you the ropes. How we book members in and how we site them depends upon
the site involved. We do ask them to come and pay their fees on the last evening they intend to be there so
they can get away without any hold ups next morning as many are travelling long distances. We do not keep
large sums of money on site so there is banking to be done - usually by the steward who is popping off to
town to do some shopping. It is a very relaxed time as once the first rush of visitors is over they tend to
trickle in and out on a daily basis. You have an information book giving you all the information you are likely
to need but some local knowledge of the area is always useful. There is a list of nearest Dr, dentist vet,
supermarket, campshops etc. These are the most common requests you will receive.
In return you have free camping and a nightly payment you can claim if you wish of £2 towards your
gas/electric as some sites now charge the stewards for the electric they use. The DA also give you a mileage
allowance for one trip from home to site and back, again if you wish to claim it. To do so you will need to
supply a VAT receipt for fuel bought prior to your journey. Claim forms will be in the stewards paperwork.
The DA makes a profit on the THS sites which is the only way we can fund events for your enjoyment such
as the Christmas Party, pantomime, ad hoc treats at some weekend meets.
Last year we also replaced the DA trailer, purchased an A frame for weekend stewards use,
Purchased a new light weight pennon. We are heavily subsidising the Dinner Dance in March and your
committee have other expenditure planned for 2020 so long as we can keep the THS sites running. The rest
is in the hands of you our members as we cannot do it alone.
I have included in this issue a site list for 2020 which shows you all when and where the Holiday Sites are for
the year.
The gaps to fill are:Ballard School :Swanage & Wareham Rugby Club:Breamore House
I also need someone to cover at Breamore from Thurs 10th Sept to Mon 14th Sept to enable Chris and Linda
to attend a family wedding.
We would normally expect you to do a minimum of 1 full week but any help will be considered. Some of you
might be able to do a weekend which would be a big help.
Do not forget to book up with me if you want a pitch at Birchwood. £15 pun including ehu.
Janet Setchell

Sites officer notes
The worst part of being involved with the DA is the lack of support for the activities organised by
the committee. I am talking about stewarding whether it is THS’s or w/end rallies. There is a big
BUT, no one is willing to put their names forward and just do one weekend per year, that is all that
will be asked of you.
So this is a good opportunity to rectify this situation by volunteering. All help will be given.
Unfortunately if there are no stewards there will be a lot of cancelled sites which is not good for the
land owner or the DA.
Give a thought and contact me or Heather and have a chat
Tel :- 07966487994 sites-officer@newforestda.com
Heather
chair@newforestda.com
Thanks for reading this.
Ian.

