Pickets Post Newsletter

January 2021

Your Pickets Post Editor is John Burst,
Contact me on 07740621551 or email pickets.post.nfda@gmail.com
Articles for the February issue to be with me by 21st January please
Next Committee Meeting 18th of January 2021 (by Zoom)

Weekend stewards mobile number

www.newforestda.com

is now
07514 555790

Chairman’s Welcome January 2021
A Happy New Year to you all.
Last year as we know was definitely different. Recently I have been watching Grayson Perry’s art club programme.
His idea was to bring the nation together through art. All the works on display at the gallery in Manchester are very
personal visual representations of lockdown, made by the public, well known artists and celebrities. This celebration of Creativity in people’s homes chronicles the changing moods of Britain in isolation, providing a unique record
of this globally extraordinary time. Unfortunately the day that the exhibition was due to open, lockdown hit again.
It was lovely to see the virtual tour of the exhibition and the work produced. Hopefully people will be able to visit
in person when restrictions lessen. People have changed and had to adjust to differences in life. One lady, who is
nearly blind, did a drawing of what she could see outside her window. She commented that she had been in isolation but not much change to her ordinary life and that perhaps other people could now relate to what she has to
cope with in NORMAL circumstances. I work with special needs youngsters at the Cats Protection shop and they
have found it particularly hard. Their confidence has taken a bit of a beating but with understanding and talking
about what is upsetting them, things are improving for them. There have been a lot of kind gestures and people
helping others which is great. However, life will not go back to old normal for some time.
So how does this relate to the New Forest DA?? As a DA we have been used to camping rallies opening at 10am on
Friday, closing at 4pm Sunday and just turning up to camp if we feel like it. This changed in 2020. We were lucky
enough to provide 3 rallies which had to be booked, due to both government restrictions and meet guidance from
Camping Club at HQ. This year we are going to have to continue in the same way until restrictions are removed.
Until it is safe we will not be holding any social events. The DA will be 50 years old on 5 th May 2021. We will hopefully hold a birthday meet sometime during the year. From the Art point of view I know of a few people who paint/
draw whilst camping. Great way to chill out especially with a glass of wine (alcohol or non I hasten to add), a cold
beer or just a lovely cup of tea. I have put pictures in this edition of some of the work I have done during lockdown.
I would like to thank the members who have stepped forward to go on committee after the AGM but we still need
2 or three more members to stand. We are also in need of stewards so that the meets and THS run. I know it is
hard to volunteer in such an uncertain time but if you can offer your help, please contact Ian or Janet and I am sure
that something can be arranged to coincide with the time you have available. Please give it some thought. We all
enjoy our camping and it would be a shame to cancel anything planned due to lack of stewards. (Nomination forms
for committee to be sent to Dee our Secretary by end of February at the latest). Please contact myself or Tony
Tester if you have any queries and we will be pleased to help.

It is with deep sadness that we offer our Condolences to Ruth and family on the passing of
Dean Mueller Davies our former Pickets Post
Editor

Heather Brown.
Chairman New Forest DA

Art work by
Heather Brown

NFDA NEEDS YOU – Officer Vacancies
NO COMMITTEE = NO DA

Treasurer – Committee and Executive position –
**NEEDED BY 1st JANUARY 2021**
Secretary – Committee and executive position
THS Officer – Non committee or committee position
Auditor x 2 – Non committee position. Must not be related to a committee
member.
Social Organiser – Non committee or committee position

Other Committee positions
PRO
Appointed region councillor
Committee members – various job roles

2021 Bookings and Website Forms

With the ongoing pandemic we are looking to hopefully get out camping albeit again slightly different
than normal. Last year we introduced a booking form on the website to enable us to safely camp. This
year is no different and wanted to remind all that we are only doing booked meets until the situation
changes.

So! what does this mean? All sites will be published both on the website and Facebook. The adverts will
contain a link to a booking form which has to be completed and sent to Ian our sites officer. The form
needs all fields completing or it will not send! When Ian has your booking, he will email to confirm you
have a space and then ask for electronic payment.

If reading this electronically then click the below link to see the form.
New Forest DA – Camping in the Portland, Purbeck & New Forest Areas

It can be found under the booking form tab on the NFDA Website

As you can see we have two sites currently populated and those are now bookable. Any difficulties please
contact me Tony on webmaster@newforestda.com

Please be patient! Normal service will resume as and when the country does. Thank you

Your Temporary Holiday Sites
A Happy New Year to you all. Thank you to the members who have stepped forward to enable us
to run Ballard School This still leaves me with big gaps in 2021for which I do urgently need your
help. Chris and Linda Sawkins are happy to do Breamore but they cannot do it alone, please contact me if you would like to go along and help them, they will make excellent tutors for anyone
who is unsure and has never done this before. A full list of our sites was in Dec issue and also is
on our web site.

This leaves Swanage & Wareham Rugby Club where again I am in urgent need of help as this is
one of our busiest, friendliest and lucrative sites. I need an experienced steward to start this off
and we hope to join in after Ballard closes. Co-stewards also needed.

Parley still has no volunteers so again is in need of an experienced steward and then help from a
new steward

Birchwood I will collate as it will again be a pre booked THS but I would welcome some able bodied assistants for putting members on pitches when they arrive. Not a difficult task but it does
involve a fair amount of walking.

If there is no help then these WILL BE CANCELLED and the DA will not get the income. On top of
that the landowners will let to other DA's and we could loose the site for future use.

It is with great sadness that I pass on to you the news I received from Ruth Mueller Davies that
Dean passed away at 6pm with Ruth by his side on 18th December. Dean and Ruth were a great
asset not only to me but also to the DA. His loss will be felt by us all. This is another loss to our
once large team of THS stewards. Unfortunately we are now very few.

R.I.P.
Dean Mueller-Davies

NFDA THS sites for 2021
Swanage & Wareham Rugby Club, Wareham
4th August to 1st September 2021 12.00 Opening and Closing
Follow A351 Wareham to Weymouth road. At roundabout, junction
with A352 (Sign posted Weymouth) turn left towards Wareham. Go
straight across traffic lights in Wareham into Bestwalls Road and turn
left after last house in road.
Stewards contact:
VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED!!!!!
Janet Email jsetchell20@talktalk.net
Price: £12.50 per unit night, No Extra Adults fee
CASH ONLY ACCEPTED

Ballard School New Milton
16th July to 13th August 2021 12.00 opening and closing
Located in New Milton this private school is just a short walk to the
town and is easily accessible from B3058. With tarmac roads around
the school (a one-way system operates) the field has short grass,
bounded by trees and is level. It is ideally situated for exploring the
delights of the New Forest, from which we take our D.A. name. The
lovely coastal area, shops and cinema and theatre trips are also within
easy reach. Shops, beaches, forest and local attractions are all close to
hand.
Stewards contact:
To be announced
Price: £11.50 per unit night, No Extra Adults fee
CASH ONLY ACCEPTED

Birchwood Tourist Park
2nd September to 30th September 2021 12.00 opening and closing
Booking required
Centrally located in an ideal position for exploring Dorset
and the Jurassic Coast.
Full facility site & direct access into the forest for dog
walks and general exploring!
Site is not on a bus route.

Contact Janet: 07513409978

Price: Awaits per unit night includes EHU, No Extra Adults fee
(Early booking advised as limited hook ups)
Booking Essential

CASH ONLY ACCEPTED

NFDA THS sites for 2021
Parley Glade
Ideal for coastal resorts of Bournemouth, Poole and Christchurch, and
within easy reach of New Forest and Purbeck Hills. Own san advisable,
but toilets available.
NO ADVANCE BOOKINGS. JUST TURN UP.
Stewards Require Please

£12.00 p.u.n. or £18.00 p.u.n with EHU
No Extra Adult charge.
CASH ONLY ACCEPTED

Breamore House, Fordingbridge
1st September to 27th September 2021 12.00 Opening
Breamore House, Fordingbridge SP6 2DF. MR 184/154191. Take A338 Ringwood to Fordingbridge road, just north of Fordingbridge at village of Breamore
turn left to Breamore House and follow the signs. Lovely walks, Manor House
& countryside Museum and Tea room. New Forest, Salisbury & Ringwood
markets close by. Bus 1m. Own san is essential. Booking is neither available
nor necessary
Price: £9.00 per unit night, No Extra Adults fee
STEWARDS
Chris & Lynda Sawkins
Extra Stewards REQUIRED PLEASE
CASH ONLY ACCEPTED

Sites officer notes
2020 was a disaster for our rallies, one minute booked and the next cancelled. I think I
spent more time cancelling than anything else. Not bad for the first year I have done the
job as sites officer.
Looking forward to 2021 we have booked some sites, hopefully they will go ahead with
out any problems.
The last three rallies we ran were all booked meets and that will be the format for the
foreseeable future. The booking forms will be on our website, www.newforestda.com and
there will be a final date for bookings. The fees will be paid by BACs so if your not set up
for this it might be a good time to contact your bank and get it set up.
All the instructions will be on the booking form, so hopefully it will help when doing your
bookings.
I have made a provisional sites for the year hopefully will get more, but, you will see there
is one column which is empty. Yes it is the stewards so if you fancy putting your name in
one of those boxes send me your name and address and then I can put it on the list. It is
not a hard job as most of the paperwork is done beforehand.
Send to sites-officer@newforestda.com
Hope to hear from lots of you early new year.
Thinking about New Year
I would like to wish you all a happy and safe new year of camping
Ian
Sites officer

Site List
2021
Opens

Closes

Venue

Map Reference
& Postcode

Fee pun

Stewards

£13 pun
inc h/up

?

Opens

February
18 th

22nd

Birchwood C P

195/893913
BH20 7PA

12pm

March

April

1st

5th

Easter
Church Farm
Sixpenny Handley

15th

18th

MORETON CCC

184/996174
SP5 5ND
194/782892
DT2 8BB

£13-50 pun
£6-50pun +
£5-95h/up

?

12.00pm

?
1pm

May
29th
(Apr)

3rd

Downton Cuckoo
Fair
(4 NIGHTS) **

13th

16th

Exbury Gardens
(3 Nights)

27th

1st
June

Furzebrook
(5 nights )

184/169205

196/426987
SO45 1AZ
195/932846
BH20 5AU

?

There is no cuckoo fair

£16-20pun

?

?

£10-80
pun

?

12 noon

TBA

?

10am

?

12 noon

?

1pm

June

10th
Thur

13th
Sun

New Park Farm
(4 Nights)

196/300 046
SO42 7QH

July
1st

5th

Thur

Mon

29th
July

2nd
Aug

Bamptons Farm

Setthorns

196/339954 SO41
5SH

£9-50

195/263004
BH25 5WA

£9-50 +
£5-95 h/up

Site List 2021
Opens

Closes

Venue

Map Reference &
Postcode

Fee pun

Stewards

Opens

August
CHECK OUR T.H.S

September

9th
Thur

30th
Thursday

12th
Sunday

4th Oct
Monday

Ridge farm

Birchwood

?not booked

?

Awaiting the owners

195/893913
BH20 7PA

?

?

October

Stewards Phone No - 07514 555790 Visit
our website at Newforestda.com

?

12 noon

Emergency Ward 10 — JANUARY 2021
Hello everyone!
Well I hope you all enjoyed Christmas, however you were able to spend it!!, and that you stayed safe and
well.
So far this month I haven’t sent out any Get Well cards which is a good sign and I can only hope that all
those people that I sent a card to last month are recovering, feeling a lot better and are looking forward
to a much more positive New Year!
Just remember to let me know if you hear of anyone of our members who are poorly or in hospital and I’ll
get our good wishes off to them right away.
In the meantime, let Ray, Stu and I send you all our best wishes for a very happy, safe, healthy, prosperous New Year!! and may we all meet up again “out in the field”, I don’t think we’ll stop nattering for a
month!!
Margaret Miller – 01202 241605 – ray.miller7@ntlworld.com

DEAN MUELLER-DAVIES
It is with much sadness that I have to tell you that Dean passed away on 18th December
in the Royal Bournemouth Hospital. (University Hospitals Dorset NHS Foundation Trust)
Both Dean and Ruth became poorly after catching Covid 19 but sadly Dean worsened and
was admitted to Intensive Care. Despite their efforts and wonderful care, he was unable
to fight off the virus.
Until recently Dean was our Pickets Post Editor and, along with his wife Ruth and daughter Georgie and her family, were often out camping and helping to steward our holiday
sites at both Parley and Birchwood.
We send our thoughts and prayers to Ruth and all her family at this very sad time.
Margaret Miller

WISHING YOU ALL A VERY HAPPY AND HEALTHY HOGMANAY !! … MARG,RAY & STU X

Joke corner from Ray (Miller)
THE TURKEY SHOT OUT OF THE OVEN
(Sung to "My Bonnie Lies over the Ocean")
------------------------------The turkey shot out of the oven
And rocketed into the air
It knocked every plate off the table
And partly demolished a chair
It ricocheted into a corner
And burst with a deafening boom
Then splattered all over the kitchen
Completely obscuring the room
It stuck to the walls and the windows
It totally coated the floor
There was turkey attached to the ceiling
Where there’d never been turkey before
It blanketed every appliance
It smeared every saucer and bowl
There wasn’t a way I could stop it
That turkey was out of control
I scraped and I scrubbed with displeasure
And thought with chagrin as I moped
That I’d never again stuff a turkey
With popcorn that hadn’t been popped!!!!!

Just a thought…..
Wot I ses is … Life ain’t all you want … but it’s all you ‘ave
So ‘ave it! … Stick a geranium in yer ‘at … and be ‘appy!
Happy New Year!! … Marg x

HAPPY COLOURING!
HERE’S TO SOME HAPPY CAMPING IN 2021 .. MARG X

A Note from your Pickets Post Editor

The camping season will soon be with us again, and with a bit of luck the end
of the pandemic we hope. Time now to dust off your equipment and get it
ready. The news we have been hearing from dealers around the country is that
caravans and motorhomes have been selling like hotcakes over the last half of
2020. This means we will hopefully see loads of new members sign up to join
New Forest DA.
Because of this, it is even more important that we get out and about to our rallies and THS’s to show the new members that our leisure lifestyle is still very
relevant. Camping with the Camping & Caravanning Club is so much more than
just the occasional get away with a van (or under canvas) it really does offer
the opportunity to see the rich landscape of the United Kingdom at it’s very
best. Truly an option to just jumping on a plane for 2 weeks in the sun somewhere.
For this to happen though, it takes you the members to help out occasionally,
whether volunteering to steward meets or with other activities. Stewarding a
meet really is a rewarding task. You get to meet and greet members and talk to
people that may soon become friends. We have stewarded for the DA and can
honestly say it is something we enjoy, you will too.
Also, as I mentioned last month, I really would love to hear from you with anything to put in Pickets Post, the magazine for our members, by our members.

You can contact me using the email address
pickets.post.nfda@gmail.com

Until next month, keep safe everybody and look after each other. Camping
season will soon be back with us.
John

