
 

Your Pickets Post Editor is John Burst,  

 Contact me on 07740621551 or email pickets.post@newforestda.com 

Articles for the June issue to be with me by 21st  May please 

Next Committee Meeting 19th of May 2021 (by Zoom) 
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New Forest DA 
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Let the camping begin 

 

I am typing this at our first meet of the year at Morton Club site. The weather is fair and a 
little cool, but the welcome is friendly. It’s great to get out in the field and the sense of 
freedom is amazing. Like many I’m sure you are wondering are the social distancing rules 
working? Are people being respectful of the rule of six? Is it safe? Well I am pleased to say 
that camping is back and it is safe, everyone is well behaved and dare I say it feels a lot 
safer camping than being in the high street. 

 

So what are you waiting for our website has the booking forms ready for the next few 
meets and it’s time to dust of the van and enjoy the great outdoors. We have some sites 
still in need of stewards and if you feel able to lend a hand please contact Ian our sites 
officer. Janet is also still looking for help with our temporary holiday sites, again if you can 
help please contact her .  

 

Some new changes have been happening and we are please to announce that all our THS 
sites will have the ability to take electronic payments by card or phone on site. This will 
help eliminate the need for our stewards to handle cash. Obviously this is a good thing in 
the current pandemic, however it will also move us away from having to bank large 
amounts and worry about the security of it when on site. This will then move to our week-
end meets when we are able return to normal. Currently all weekend meets will be 
booked and paid for in advance. 

 

We are still looking for some more committee members, if you feel you may be able to 
spare some time and help, please contact me and I will be happy to explain what it entails. 
All this years meetings will be virtually held making it easy to join in. 

 

This year is looking to be a bumper year for camping, let’s hope the weather is great and 
I’ll see you all out in the field soon. 

 

Regards 

 

Tony 

Chairman’s Welcome May 2021 









Photos by Tony Tester taken at the Moreton Club site meet andin the village 



It is an Honour to be Recognised 

Colin & I have been club and DA members for 40 years. We have always been involved in 

some way with the DA. Our first stewarding rally was only after 12 weeks at South Allen-

ford Farm Damerham. We have enjoyed the social side of camping and both children en-

joyed the junior and youth sections including passing their tests. We have also joined in 

with SWR events including the dinner dances and SWR Summer meet which I organised 

on behalf of the DA for the SWR 3 years ago. We have also attended a few National Feast 

of Lanterns events entering Mardi Gras Parades and taking part in street lighting up. I have 

also served on SWR council for 9 years and spent a few months on the National Admin-

istration committee at Coventry. 

 

We have held many committee posts between us and as social organiser I loved watching 

people enjoy themselves. This has all been voluntary. Nobody forced us into anything. 

 

Every year the SWR Council ask the Das in the region to submit citations for people they 

think deserve a certificate of recognition for work within their DA. We were very pleased 

to be nominated for this and received our certificate of Recognition and badges in July 

2014. 

 

Also every year the SWR asks for nominations from the Das for citations for people for the 

Club’s Certificate of Honour. We were thrilled to be awarded this in 2019 but due to covid 

we could not have this presented at a meet. We have now received this by post with our 

badges. 

 

We would both like to thank the members who nominated us. We have not done any of 

the jobs for glory. We took them on as we wanted to help and make a difference and keep 

the DA alive for members to enjoy the many benefits that DA & THS camping can give. 

We hope that the new committee will carry on the tradition and nominate people & who 

knows we might get other New Forest DA members getting the same recognition in the 

near future. 

 

Heather Brown. Vice President. New Forest DA. 
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2021 Bookings and Website Forms 

Camping has now restarted… Hooray!  

Last year we introduced a booking form system on the DA website to enable us to safely 

camp. This year is no different and we wanted to remind you all that we are only doing 

booked meets until the situation changes.  

 

So! what does this mean? All sites will be published both on the website and Facebook. The 

adverts will contain a link to a new booking form which has to be completed and is auto-

matically sent to Ian our sites officer. The form needs ALL fields completing or it will not 

send! When Ian has your booking, he will email to confirm you have a space and then ask 

for electronic payment. Please note, this form is not for THS’s, only weekend booked 

meets. Please contact Janet directly to arrange booking a THS  

ths-officer@newforestda.com  

 

If reading this electronically then click the below link to see the forms. 

Furzebrook Booking Form 

Exbury Booking Form 

It can be found under the booking form tab on the NFDA Website 

 

Booking Forms – New Forest DA  

 

You will see that we have only one site currently populated that is now bookable. At pre-

sent we intend to carry on with one site bookable at a time until we all know what is hap-

pening longer term with lockdown or possible tiers again. If you have any difficulties with 

the website or online booking form, please contact me John on  

webmaster@newforestda.com 

 

Using the form on the website, please fill in all details and click the Submit Query button at 

the bottom of the page 

. 

Please be patient! Normal service will resume as and when the country does. Thank you 

mailto:ths-officer@newforestda.com?subject=THS%20Request
https://newforestda.com/ninja-forms/859bi
https://newforestda.com/ninja-forms/7oo9j
https://newforestda.com/booking-forms/
mailto:webmaster@newforestda.com


 

  

Holiday Site ROTA 2021 

Week 
Start Date End Date Stewards 

  Ballard School  (HS1727/21) 

1,2,3 16/07/2021 02/08/2021 Setchell Camburn 

3 & 4 03/08/21 13/08/2021 Camburn Sawkins 
  Swanage & Wareham RUFC  (HS1858/21) 

1 04/08/2021 11/08/2021 Setchell HELP !! 

2 11/08/2021 17/08/2021 Setchell Cole 

3 16/08/2021 23/08/2021  Setchell Sawkins 

4 25/08/2021 01/09/2021  Setchell Morton 
  Parley Glade (HS2010/21)  **  Air Show THS 

  CANCELLED CANCELLED     
  Breamore House  (HS2378/21 

1 & 2 04/09/2020 09/092020 Sawkins Smith 

3 15/09/2020 19/09/2020 Sawkins Jefferies 
  Birchwood (HS1885/21 

1, 2, 15/06/2020 13/07/2020 Setchell TBC 

 

 

As you can see, I am still requiring help for the THS this year.  

A very big thank you to the various members who have volunteered this month to help.  

I would like to complete Wareham  next.  Help  by doing Ballard School has released us to 

move to Wareham to set up there.  I am now in need of help to open this site which will be 

ideal for anyone who wants to give it a try and may be way of offering to help. Please con-

tact me if you wish to discuss helping out here.  

Please consider helping and learning this year as I do not think we will be able to do so 

much in 2022.            

  Janet               Contact on 01202649892 or ths-officer@newforestda.com  

mailto:ths-officer@newforestda.com


 A Day in the Life of a THS Steward  

Movement on site is forbidden between 11pm and 7am so the first job is to open the 

field gate if it has one. You may be waving someone of to work and also it is possible to 

have an early arrival who had travelled overnight to avoid traffic. Our members do come 

from far afield, we have had visitors from Ireland, Scotland and Wales and on a THS we 

can allow Foreign visitors with a camping carnet or they might have taken out a tempo-

rary membership with HQ before arriving. In 2019 I also had a visitor who had hired a 

motor home and the motor home was covered for C & CC membership. New arrivals 

sorted it is time for breakfast which we hope to have in peace. One of us may go shop-

ping and do the banking of previous day's takings, however this year we hope to be able 

to take card payments to reduce the amount of cash we handle and also the number of 

visits we need to make to the bank. Mid morning and one of us makes a cup of coffee 

which we might get to drink sitting we hope in the sun uninterrupted by arrivals.  

 

Lunchtime arrives and we usually agree who will eat first so that the meal can be eaten 

without having to stop to book someone in. Afternoon tea and dinner take the same for-

mat. Gate shut at 11pm is usually done by the couple who didn't open at 7am letting the 

one opening next morning have an early night. We do this all by mutual agreement and it 

usually works. A day off can be mutually arranged. This is why we have 2 sets of stewards 

as it is too long a day and week for one couple to do. One steward usually completes the 

day's paperwork in the evening as it is important to keep it up to date.  

 

On arrival we give the member as much or little information as they require, note down 

their details and request that once they decide which day they want to leave to come to 

see us the evening before departure to pay their bill. In 2019 I did start saying between 

certain times so that we were not all day taking money as and when a member felt like 

coming over. That too worked well. You find that some folk return year on year and often 

like to pitch in the same place. In 2019 at Ballard School we had 12 units all waiting in the 

car park for 12 midday opening so that they could get the spot they wanted ! It is im-

portant not to allow access before the 12 midday point if it is a 28 day THS as closing has 

to be exactly to the hour and no one would want to be made to leave before midday. As a 

regular steward you get to recognise some both by name and face and we have made 

friends with some members over the years we have been doing it.  

 

 



Unusual things can and do happen. a family of 3 units travelled down a day early because 

they had taken the wrong date in their diary. Unfortunately I also have been called out in 

the middle of the night for an ambulance and medical emergency. It is all part of life and 

has to be sorted with a smile even if in your nightclothes on a cold night !! We have taken 

people to hospital, one gent to visit his wife (both elderly) after she was taken in by ambu-

lance. That also involved getting hold of his son in Yorkshire to come down by train and take 

them back home. All part of being a friendly club in that we help each other then when we 

need help we too have had it from others. When we had a THS for the Steam Fair I was 

cursed by ------ because I refused to let them in without membership and also refused to 

get membership for them. Proves it didn't work as I am still here to tell the story. You would 

be most unlucky to get an abusive member but have to be prepared and should it ever hap-

pen please report it back to me with full details or contact me to come to the site.  

 

I am expecting this year to be busy so will be preparing some site full signs as so many of us 

will be holidaying in this country. It is a very interesting and rewarding voluntary job which 

you might like to try.  

 

I still have training vacancies for this year. You get a free pitch, a mileage allowance from 

your home to site and back and an allowance towards gas/electric costs. Contact me on ths

-officer@newforestda.com to discuss or ask any questions. Janet Setchell THS Officer  



What did you do to occupy your time during lockdown ?  

When Brian came out of hospital he had lost all dexterity and struggled to sign his name. 

With no   help I had to put on my thinking cap and find ways to improve this worry.  He 

used to enjoy painting so I bought adult doodling pads for him to colour.  I then latched on-

to another thought as we had both worked amongst tanks for a large part of our lives so 

how about models ?  To start with he couldn't manage the smaller parts and got frustrated 

but I persevered and now only have myself to blame for needing to buy a display cabinet as 

a birthday present for him,  

 ll.  

Tools all ready to start  

Tiny piece to glue in place  

Concentration to cut out 
tiny item 

 We then made an ordering error and finished up with a construction kit similar to lego 

but with some very tiny pieces. 1,193 pieces in total. Brian took one look and said I can't 

do that. My reply was there is no such word as can't and I can help. So in February we 

spent nearly a week constructingg the following. At times it was so interesting we had to 

remember to stop to eat !  

Finished tank  

Bottom layer showing the men inside the 

tank and all the engine components  



Centre on top is the finished  

1,193 piece model !  

 This is Brian's birthday present. 
A 20 shelf display case for all his 
models 

Under comstruction 

Under comstruction 

Whilst all this was going on I was busy doing my bead work and did 2 large pictures for 

our daughter for Christmas then  started on some for us.  

 

                      

Under Construction 

Janet Setchell 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Site List 2021 

    

Opens Closes Venue 
Map Reference 

&    Postcode 
Fee pun Stewards Opens 

    February     

Thursday  
18th 

Monday 
22nd 

 
Birchwood C P 

 

195/893913  
BH20 7PA 

£13 pun inc h/
up 

Cancelled due to Covid 12:00pm 

    March     

       

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

    April     

Thursday 
1st 

Monday 
5th 

Easter 

Church Farm 

 Sixpenny Handley 

184/996174 

SP5 5ND 
£13-50 pun 

Cancelled due to 
Covid 

12.00pm 

       

Thursday 
15th 

Sunday 
18th 

MORETON CCC 
194/782 892   

DT2 8BB 
£6-50pun + 
£5-95h/up 

Tony & Dee Tester 1:00pm 

       

    May     

Thursday 
29th   

(April) 

Monday 
3rd 

Church Farm 
Sixpenny Handley 

184/996174  
SP5 5ND 

£13.50 pun 
Inc VAT 

Ian Fraser 
John & Brenda Burst 

12:00pm 

  
 

 
    

Thursday 
13th 

Sunday 
16th 

Exbury Gardens  
(3 Nights) 

196/426 987  
SO45 1AZ 

£13.50pun 
Inc VAT 

Graham Morton 
Tony 

10:00am 

Thursday 
27th 

Tuesday 
1st  

 June 

Furzebrook 

(5 nights ) 

195/932 846  
BH20 5AU 

£10-80 pun Chris & Linda Sawkins 
12:00 
noon 



Site List 2021     

Opens Closes Venue 
Map Reference 

&    Postcode 
Fee pun Stewards Opens 

    June     

    CHECK OUR T.H.S     

       

Thursday 
10th   

Sunday 
13th   

New Park Farm 
(3 Nights) 

196/300 046 

SO42 7QH 

£13.50 
Inc VAT 

TBA 10:00am 

Thursday 
24th 

Sunday 
27th 

Bucklers Hard 
196/406 003 

SO42 7XB 

£15.50 pun 
Inc VAT 

Tony & Dee Tester 10:00am 

    July 

Thursday 
1st  

Monday 
5th  

Bamptons Farm 
196/339 954 SO41 

5SH 
£9-50 pun 

Inc VAT 
Ian Fraser 

Susan Chappell 
12:00  
noon 

 
 
 

      

Thursday 
29th  
July 

Monday 
2nd 

August 
Setthorns 

195/263 004 

BH25 5WA 

£9-50 + 
£5-95 h/up 

John & Brenda Burst 1:00pm 

    August     

Thursday 
26th 

Tuesday 
31st 

Turnpike show ground 
 Shaftesbury 

BCC FOL 

 
183/835 243 

SP7 9PL  
 

See Southern 
& Wessex BCC 

  

  
 

 
    

    September     

  
 

 
    

Thursday 
9th 

Sunday 
12th 

Ridge farm not booked ? Awaiting the owners ? 

  
 

 

 

 
   

Thursday 
30th 

Monday 
4th  

October  
Birchwood 

195/893913 

BH20 7PA 
? ? 

12:OO 
noon 

https://newforestda.com/the-british-caravanners-club-2021-bcc-feast-of-lanterns/
https://newforestda.com/the-british-caravanners-club-2021-bcc-feast-of-lanterns/
https://newforestda.com/the-british-caravanners-club-2021-bcc-feast-of-lanterns/


      Site List 2021 

Opens Closes Venue 
Map Refer-

ence &    
Postcode 

Fee pun Stewards Opens 

      October     

  
 

 
    

Thursday 
7th 

Sunday 
10th 

Norden Farm 
Corfe Castle 

195/950 829 

BH20 5DW 
£13 inc h/up  1:00pm 

  
 

 
    

      Stewards Phone No - 07514 555790 

Visit our website at newforestda.com 

Email sites-officer@newforestda.com 

   

https://newforestda.com/
mailto:ths-officer@newforestda.com


Hello everyone,  

 

Well!!?? who’s been the first, “out of the blocks”??? If you’ve already broken free from 

lockdown or are setting off for a nice green field somewhere, the best of luck and I hope 

you have a lovely time.  It has been a long time coming but hopefully we can now look for-

ward to long lazy hazy days in the sunshine; well, I think we all deserve them don’t you!?? 

 

Since last month’s Pickets Post I have sent out 3 Get Well cards to:- 

 

Marian Bown 

Anita Fry 

Kathryn Tye 

 

All of whom have had a spell in hospital for one reason or another.  We wish them all well 

and hope they soon make a full recovery. 

 

Another card I was delighted to send was to Heather and Colin (Brown) to congratulate 

them on being awarded the Camping and Caravanning Club’s Certificate of Honour for all 

the support, enthusiasm and dedication they have shown to New Forest D.A. over the 

years. 

 

Here’s a message from Ray (Miller) …… “Someone, (it wasn’t Margaret!), recently sent me 

a Get Well card on behalf of the D.A. following my recent visit to hospital …… Thank you 

whoever it was, it was much appreciated”… Ray. 

 

 

JUST A THOUGHT… 

When one door opens 

and another one closes 

you’re probably in prison! 

 

Emergency Ward 10 — May 2021 



NEW FOREST D.A. KNATTY KNITTERS .. Margaret Miller 

 

Recently I had a newsletter from Janet Stafford, she is the lady who lives in Market Har-

borough and who co-ordinates the shipments of all our lovely knitting to Malawi and once 

again she thanks everyone for their kindness in supporting their Missionary efforts.    

 

She said the Missionary School has now been re-opened, it has 210 pupils, 102 of whom 

are orphans but quite a number have not returned due to the pandemic.  The Mission also 

helps several blind students at a Bible College.  There is much hunger in the far south.  

Each year the area faces challenges of hunger due to drought or floods.  The first rains 

came in January instead of October/November last year and they were not good rains so 

that people could not plant their crops which means they are starving.  Maize, which is the 

main staple food, is now being sold at the equivalent of £10 per 50kgs which is a lot of 

money for the poor people.  They have so many blind people and those with other disabili-

ties that life is very hard amid the continuing lockdown due to Covid. 

 

When restrictions are lifted, Janet will be returning to Malawi, along with all the donations 

which are already being packed into storage containers.   She said “Thank you once again 

for your support, all your lovely knitting is so greatly appreciated” …  God bless … Janet and 

Michael Stafford. 

 

“Joke” from Ray ….. 

 

A little boy was sitting next to his Grandad as he read him a bedtime story.  From time to 

time, he would take his eyes off the book and reach up and touch his Grandad’s wrinkled 

cheek, then he touched his own cheek after he touched his Grandad. 

 

After a little while of thinking he asked, “Grandad, did God make you?”.  The Grandad 

looked at him and said “Yes, God made me a long time ago”.  The little boy paused for a 

few seconds then asked “Grandad, did God make me too?”. 

 

“Yes, indeed, God made you just a little while ago”.  Feeling their respective faces again, 

the little boy whispered to him “God’s getting better at it, isn’t he!!”. 



HAPPY COLOURING AND HAPPY CAMPING!! … MARG 



NEW FOREST D.A. – COUNTRYSIDE CARE - KINGSTON LACY ESTATE 

Dipped into the “archives” and found a few photos of our work connected with Kingston 

Lacy.  NFDA Countryside Care group would meet several Sundays during the winter 

months to carry out work assigned to us by the Warden, Dave Smith.  Apart from general 

woodland work, we also helped with the restoration of The Lady Walk in 2004/2005 and 

the Japanese Garden.  Pamphill was another area where we worked along with clearing 

work on Badbury Rings.   The Countryside Care Group existed for 16 years under the lead-

ership of Jim Evans and the last year by Margaret Miller.  The Club’s Countryside Care 

Officer joined us in 2005 for our celebration of 15 years.  The final photo is of Jim being 

presented with an appreciation award from the D.A. by the then Chairman, Margaret Mil-

ler…….Happy Days! ……. (Margaret Miller) 























A Note from your Pickets Post Editor 

Camping has now started and we have had a very successful meet at Moreton Glade Club 

site. We had super weather all weekend and despite the amenities blocks and shop being 

closed, the site was pretty full. Many of our members took advantage of the weather and 

took trips out off site to visit nearby attractions, as seen in a few photos included in this 

edition. Thankyou to Tony & Dee Tester for stewarding our first meet out of lockdown, it is 

memorable for all the right reasons. 

 

If any members would like to write up a review of any of our meets or sites you visit, we 

would be delighted to share along with photos in future issues. Maybe we could keep 

these as a record of camping trips past to help choose sites again? 

 

This DA used to be very busy and had all manner of things going on. Margaret Miller has 

sent in photos from her personal archive showing our countryside care volunteers at work, 

which are also in this issue. And the youngsters of today believe that they invented caring 

about our environment?? Then of course we had a vibrant youth section with most of 

them now having children of their own. I just wish more would come back to the DA to 

give their children the same special lifestyle they enjoyed.  

 

All these trips down memory lane are lovely and bring back very good memories. Let’s all 

make many more amazing memories this season 

 

If any of you have anything to add for next month, please do get in touch 

 

pickets-post@newforestda.com 

mailto:pickets-post@newforestda.com


Pickets Post Classified Section 

You are welcome and encouraged to advertise for sale your spare equipment, caravan or 

motorhome here in pickets post. We have a growing readership and you have direct ac-

cess to fellow DA members. 

The DA and The Camping & Caravanning Club hold out no responsibility for any item ad-

vertised for sale. Any purchaser is advised to respect due diligence in the purchase of 

any item or vehicle. Only exchange money on collection of the item.  

Please contact the seller directly  

To place an advert here, please email the editor pickets.post@newforestda.com 

Please include a clear photograph of the item for sale, the description, asking price and a 

contact telephone number or email for buyers to contact 

 

 
For sale  

 

£35 

Contact John Tompsett 

TaylorMade screen cover for Peugeot 
Boxer motorhome from 1994 to 2007. 

mailto:pickets.post@newforestda.com

