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Your Pickets Post Editor is John Burst,

Contact me on 07740621551 or email pickets.post@newforestda.com
Articles for the August issue to be with me by 21st July please
Next Committee Meeting 21st of July 2021 (by Zoom)

Weekend stewards mobile number

www.newforestda.com

is now
07514 555790

Summer has arrived at last
After what was a very cold May, flaming
June arrived and I’m sure like many we
were glad to get out and enjoy some
camping. We have been pleased to see
members from all DA’s in the field. Big
“Thank You” to our stewards at
Furzebrook and New Park farm for making campers welcome. We will have had
Bucklers Hard meet by the time this goes
to post, which continues to be popular
and we will keep it in the diary for next
year.
There has been a bit of disquiet about the fact that our meets are all Booked for this year.
This subject will be revisited at the next committee meeting, where we have to balance
the current COVID restrictions and the safety of our members and stewards. Whilst none
of us enjoy have the meets booked as if nothing else causes a great deal of work for all
involved, it has been agreed as a safety net during these times. Hopefully normal service
will resume in the fullness of time, please note all our THS’s are not being run as booked
meets apart from Birchwood which it is essential that you book. Please call before leaving
home to avoid disappointment.
At time of typing Ian Fraser our sites officer is unwell and we wish him well. He has
worked tirelessly as sites officer for the DA and fortunately other members of the committee are helping to ease the load. If any of are members feel they can give a little time
to assist the running of our meets please contact myself or any member of the committee.
We are planning to put on hopefully some more social events as and when the country
opens up. If you have any suggestions then please feel free again to contact us, Kathryn
our PRO has asked on Facebook and we are looking to plan an event at the next meeting,
so suggestions are welcomed.
Finally I hope that you all have a great summer and that wherever you camp the sun is
shining
Regards
Tony

We have just returned from a very relaxing weekend at New Park Farm at
Brockenhurst. Photos courtesy of a few members on our Facebook page

Article by Kathryn Tye our DA Public Relations Officer
Hey everyone. For those of you who don't know, I am on the NFDA Committee and I'm
the PRO for the DA. As a committee at our last meeting, we were discussing what we
should do about the social functions we run as a DA, we haven't had one in a while due
to the pandemic and we've found that for the ones we have held over the last few years
such as the Dinner Dances, the engagement and take up on them have slowly declined.
So we wanted to ask you guys, the NFDA members, what you would like to see from
your DA. Could everyone please take the time to have a read of these next few questions and let us know your thoughts so that we know what YOU want.

My email is public-relations-officer@newforestda.com

What time of the year would be preferable for a social function? End of season, Xmas,
early the following year?

What kind of social function would interest you? Example: a meal, a 'party' with food/
buffet & games/quiz; a disco or band/vocal group with food provided; a formal Dinner
Dance, or even a 'barn' dance?
Would you want it to be a formal gathering, with the expectation of dressing up like the
Dinner Dance, or would you prefer a more causal environment?

Would you want it attached to a camping meet? In a village hall? Or even a hotel/
restaurant?

Let us know what kind of event would suit you! We want to provide experiences that
our members want and love and to do that we need your input. All opinions and
thoughts are welcome!

Kathryn
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2021 Bookings and Website Forms
For reasons beyond the control of mere men, last year we introduced a booking form
system on the DA website to make camping possible. This year is no different, although
we have revamped the booking forms, and we wanted to remind you all that we are only
doing booked meets whilst it remains necessary.

To ensure that we offer all members the same chance to book, all our sites will be published both on the DA website (newforestda.com) and Facebook. The bookings page will
include links to any available booking forms, which have to be completed in full. The
completed booking form is then automatically sent to our sites officer. When we have
your booking, we will email to confirm you have a space and then ask for electronic payment. Please note, this form is not for THS’s, only weekend booked meets. Please contact Janet directly to arrange booking a THS
ths-officer@newforestda.com

If reading this electronically then click the below link to see the forms.
Bamptons Farm Booking Form

Booking Forms – New Forest DA

The booking system has been well tested and has proven reliable. You will automatically
receive an automatic email confirming the details you have supplied to the email address you have used on the form. If you have any difficulties with the website or online
booking form system, please contact me John on
webmaster@newforestda.com

Using the form on the website, please fill in all details and click the Submit Query button
at the bottom of the page
.
Please be patient! Normal service will resume as and when the country does. Thank you

Your Temporary Holiday Sites
Opening on July 16th 2021 at 12 midday £11.50 per night
(Guests staying overnight in your unit who are not members
are charged at £3.50 for temporary membership)
Ballard School at New Milton.
A quiet, flat, secluded site on a private school playing field. A
one way system to be observed at all times in the school
grounds.
You will be expected to observe the covid rules current at that time.
Children are welcome but are the responsibility of their parents at all times. Please do not let
them play by the water taps, Elsan point or rubbish bins. Note there will be other members of
the public on the site during our stay so it is important that you keep an eye on them.
Dogs too are welcome but must be on a short lead at all times on site and exercised off site.
Please do not walk them through the adjacent playing field.
Drivers are reminded that it is strictly 5mph when on the school premises not just on the
camping field. Remember there are FREE ROAMING CHILDREN!
Whilst we do not object to you having a barbecue please DO NOT USE THE DISPOSABLE TYPE.
You are encouraged to meet friends off site as if they come onto the site then they MUST
BOOK IN AT RECEPTION and leave TRACE and TRACK details.
The other change this year is that you will be able to pay on site with your credit or debit card.
We hope you have a lovely stay with us.
The site is only a short walk to buses, trains or the town for shops, pubs & takeaways. Supermarkets are a short drive away. Ideal for I.O.W. ferry and New Forest attractions.. There is a
Motor Cycle Museum in the next road and also a very nice Farm shop renowned for its excellent sausages. More varieties than I can list. Fresh veg and eggs. Also some locally made cakes
and pies. If it runs this year , there is usually an open top bus which takes you into the forest
and or along the coast.
Your stewards will be Janet & Brian Setchell, Don & Sue Camburn and Chris & Linda Sawkins.
The site will close promptly at 12 midday on Friday 13th Aug.
If you do not want to go home then come over to our site at Wareham on the Rugby Club in
Bestwalls Road.
Birchwood
Do not forget that if you want to come to the THS at Birchwood you do have to book. Pitches are going fast now. New bookings coming in most days.
There is an application form in this issue which I would like back preferably before July 10 th.
After July 10th you will need to telephone my mobile number to book as I will be out on sites
all through the rest of July August and September.

Janet

Birchwood Booking 2021
Members Name
Membership number
DA (from your card)
Caravan, Motorhome, Trailer Tent or Tent
Approx length
Reg No of car or motorhome
No of Adults,
No of children under 18

Contact tel no (pref mobile)
Date of arrival
Date of departure
Total No of nights
Notes:-

(Janet's mobile contact no is 07513409978)

1. Not on a bus route. Wareham Approx 3 miles.
2. Please do not arrive before 1pm

3. Departures by 11am unless late as agreed with stewards (may be available
if pitch is not booked out at 1pm for a new arrival)
4. Payment due on arrival by card PLEASE to Stewards on pitch 44. Please do
not pay at reception.

5. Access to site is by number plate recognition at barrier.
RETURN BY 10TH JULY PLEASE, AFTER THAT DATE PLEASE USE
THE TELEPHONE NU.MBER ABOVE TO BOOK YOUR PITCH.

Sites News July 2021
Due to illness, our Sites Officer Ian Fraser has taken the sad decision to retire from his position earlier than planned. Ian has served this DA and it’s members in various roles over
many years and we hope to still seek advice from him in the future.

All of your friends at New Forest DA wish you well Ian and that you soon recover your
health. We look forward to sharing a coffee and a chat out in a field again when you feel
better.

Ian had planned to step down at the next AGM and we have already asked for volunteers
to take on the role of Sites Officer. We as a committee are able to cover the interim period
and transition, but we are now asking for volunteers to join our committee to fill this essential role.

The position of Sites Officer entails liasing with land owners and site wardens to book future meets and some travel out and about visiting prospective new sites. It is a very rewarding position and gives you a chance to choose with the committee where we hold future meets.

The right person is out there, we know and will need good communications skills and the
ability to negotiate with land owners and our membership. A basic understanding of simple IT skills would be a great benefit to help with bookings and sending updates to the
club.

The whole committee will support you in this role and if we don’t have immediate answers, we know who to ask. Please approach any committee member for further details
or to volunteer.

Site List 2021
Opens Closes

Venue

Map Reference
& Postcode

Fee pun

Stewards

Opens

February
Thursday Monday
18th
22nd

Birchwood C P

195/893913
BH20 7PA

£13 pun inc h/
Cancelled due to Covid
up

12:00pm

March

April
Thursday Monday
1st
5th

Easter
Church Farm
Sixpenny Handley

184/996174
SP5 5ND

£13-50 pun

Cancelled due to
Covid

12.00pm

Thursday Sunday
15th
18th

MORETON CCC

194/782 892
DT2 8BB

£6-50pun +
£5-95h/up

Tony & Dee Tester

1:00pm

May
Thursday
Monday
29th
3rd
(April)

Church Farm
Sixpenny Handley

184/996174
SP5 5ND

£13.50 pun
Inc VAT

Ian Fraser
John & Brenda Burst

12:00pm

Thursday Sunday
13th
16th

Exbury Gardens
(3 Nights)

196/426 987
SO45 1AZ

£13.50pun
Inc VAT

Graham Morton
& Tony Tester

10:00am

Furzebrook
(5 nights )

195/932 846
BH20 5AU

£10-80 pun

Chris & Linda Sawkins

12:00
noon

Thursday
27th

Tuesday
1st
June

Site List 2021
Opens Closes

Venue

Map Reference
& Postcode

Fee pun

Stewards

Opens

June
CHECK OUR T.H.S

Thursday
10th

Sunday
13th

New Park Farm
(3 Nights)

196/300 046
SO42 7QH

£13.50
Inc VAT

Graham Morton

10:00am

Thursday
24th

Sunday
27th

Bucklers Hard

196/406 003
SO42 7XB

£15.50 pun
Inc VAT

Tony & Dee Tester

10:00am

July
Thursday Monday
1st
5th

Bamptons Farm

196/339 954 SO41
5SH

£9-50 pun
Inc VAT

Chris Sawkins
Susan Chappell

12:00
noon

Thursday Monday
29th
2nd
July
August

Setthorns

195/263 004
BH25 5WA

£9-50 +
£5-95 h/up

John & Brenda Burst

1:00pm

August
Thursday Tuesday
26th
31st

Turnpike show ground
Shaftesbury
BCC FOL

183/835 243
SP7 9PL

See Southern
& Wessex BCC

September

Thursday
9th

Sunday
12th

Ridge farm

not booked

?

Cancelled

?

Thursday
30th

Monday
4th
October

Birchwood

195/893913
BH20 7PA

?

?

12:OO
noon

Site List 2021
Opens

Closes

Venue

Map Reference &
Postcode

Fee pun

Stewards

Opens

October

Thursday
7th

Sunday
10th

Norden Farm
Corfe Castle

195/950 829
BH20 5DW

£13 inc h/up

Stewards Phone No - 07514 555790
Visit our website at newforestda.com
Email sites-officer@newforestda.com

1:00pm

Emergency Ward 10 — July 2021
Hello everyone!
Well I think we can safely say that Summer is just around the corner, so let’s hope we all
get to enjoy it and it provides us with some wonderful memories that will keep us going
through the long winter months.

However, unfortunately some of our members have been poorly and have had their minds
on simply getting better!! Since last Pickets Post I have sent 3 Get Well cards to both Sue

Tye and Rebecca Tye who have both needed to visit A & E and to our Sites Officer Ian Fraser who also ended up in hospital but who has since returned home and we send him our
best wishes for a speedy recovery. Also our best wishes go to Paul (Christopher), Sue’s
brother and past New Forest D.A. Youth member who has been poorly recently and we
hope he recovers real soon.

I also sent a condolence card to Colin Stock and his family after the sad passing of his wife,
Mo (Maureen). Some of our members may recall them camping along with their three
lovely Sheltie dogs although it is some time now since we have seen them out camping following Mo’s stroke.
Thank you to everyone who lets me know when any of our members are “under the
weather”, I do appreciate it. If you are soon to be setting off on your holidays – have fun
and take care!!
Happy camping! – Margaret (Miller) – 01202 241605 – ray.miller7@ntlworld.com

Just a thought…
My luck these days is a bit like a bald guy
– who just won a comb!!
Marg x

Ray’s Jokes
A very self-important college student attending a recent football match took it upon himself to explain to an OAP (old age pensioner) sitting next to him why it was impossible for
the older generation to understand his generation. “You grew up in a different world, actually an almost primitive one!”, the student said, loud enough for many of those people
sitting nearby to hear. The student continued, “The young people of today are much more
advanced than people of your age. We grew up with television, jet planes, space travel,
man walking on the moon and the internet. We have cell phones, nuclear energy, electric
and hydrogen cars, computers, automated manufacturing, amazing technologies…” then
he paused to take another drink of coke. The old guy took advantage of the break in the
student’s litany and said “You’re absolutely right son, we did not have those things when
we were young …. SO WE INVENTED THEM!!! Now, you arrogant little ….., what are YOU
doing for the next generation!??
The applause was resounding …. I love OAP’s!!

KNATTY KNITTERS PICTURES
As you know, for some years now, we have members of, not only New Forest D.A. but also
of other D.A.’s around the country that contribute to the charity knitting that we collect for
the Missions in Malawi. Due to Covid we haven’t met up very much in the last year or so
but knitting still continues and I had a couple of parcels arrive from a member in Wales and
another one in Scotland. So, along with other items, I was able to gather together another
“consignment” and these are the photos I took of our latest collection which will soon be
on its way to the depot awaiting shipment to Malawi. If you would like to contribute some
knitting, feel free to give me a ring or e-mail me, I’d love to hear from you! Thank you to
everyone once again for all your kindness and efforts to help provide some comfort to
those less fortunate than us in a country a long way away ….
Margaret (Miller) – 01202 241605 – ray.miller7@ntlworld.com

DIDN’T WE DO WELL!!!!

Happy colouring & Happy camping!! … Marg x

A Note from your Pickets Post Editor
Well haven’t we had a real mix of British weather the last few weeks? Glorious sunshine
one minute and pouring rain the next. Hopefully the rain is now out of the way for the
remainder of the season, as the forecast for the Bucklers Hard meet looks to be near
perfect next weekend.

Don’t leave it too late to book for Bamptons Farm meet as it seems as soon as we close
bookings we get a flurry of requests. It is such a shame when people miss out and although none of us like the booking system, we are stuck with it temporarily.

You will read elsewhere in this edition that Ian has stepped down as sites officer and as a
committee, we would urge anyone who can spare some time to ensure the future of our
DA, please do consider volunteering in any way you can. We are a friendly mutually supportive group, who enjoy the work we do. A few extra helpers would be great though
and with meetings generally being virtual these days it removes the need to travel to
meetings.

For our very latest news and up to date details on meets, please do join our facebook
group or visit our website

If any of you have anything to add for next month, please do get in touch
Johnpickets-post@newforestda.com

Mobile Servicing Review.
In 2019 we had an on site replacement of our water heater done by a lovely man John who regularly
visits Birchwood site. We were very impressed by his workmanship and enquired about having the
van serviced by him. As he is from North Dorset he was reluctant to “poach” into Poole but agreed to
do this for us. Unfortunately due to lockdown this never happened as there was strictly no movement
at the date it was booked for.
Very early in 2021 I made contact with John requesting a possible date for a service but he was extremely busy and suggested we try Prime Caravan Care who are another Approved Mobile Workshop
with the Camping & Caravanning Club on their logo. I had a very speedy response and elected for a
date in May as I thought by then the weather should be better for working outside. I mentioned that
we would also need new tyres as ours were over the recommended age. No problem – he gave me a
name and telephone details to make contact with a mobile tyre company so that they did it whilst the
wheels were off for servicing. Again a wonderful response and the 2 were duly sorted. They each
confirmed their attendance a day or two before arriving so we knew that all was still OK.
Bang on time first the repair company arrived and then as promised the tyre company 30 mins later.
All men supplied with the necessary tea, coffee and biscuits worked commenced. The Servicing company had explained that they take 4 – 5 hours to do a service. Literally everything that you could
think of was checked with monitors and equipment for each task. A very clever machine plugged in
which turned on all the exterior lights and showed no upper brake lights above the bathroom window
and a side light also not working. All tyres done including a thorough check of the spare. Later that
morning the van was vacated whilst a full 15 minute carbon monoxide check was performed, something we have never ever seen done before in all the many years of caravanning and yearly servicing
of all the vans we have had. All fire prevention checks , extinguisher checked , fire blanket checked,
alarms checked. We were very impressed. A fault was diagnosed on the dual fuel fire and gas turned
off - not to be used on gas but safe on electric. As this was a separate repair it had to be booked in
for a later date.
Almost 5 hours after starting we had a wonderful report with only one tiny bit of damp near the door
which we had anticipated as the door was not shutting properly – fixed on the service. All that remained was to pay the bill, To my amazement it did not have to be paid there and then, we had time
to do an online transfer of money to their account.

Duly as promised the fire was sorted which was another 2 hours work and another carbon monoxide
test done. During the 15 minute wait he then checked our lights as we had ordered and fitted replacements.
Please note that this is a review of what we consider to be excellent service. Proving to us that it was
worth using an accredited service agent. In no way is it considered to be an advertisement for the
company.

Brian & Janet Setchell

The above review is as supplied by a DA member. New Forest DA does not endorse nor recommend the above company, and
the above is included as a factual review only.

Pickets Post Classified Section
You are welcome and encouraged to advertise for sale your spare equipment, caravan or
motorhome here in pickets post. We have a growing readership and you have direct access to fellow DA members.
The DA and The Camping & Caravanning Club hold out no responsibility for any item advertised for sale. Any purchaser is advised to respect due diligence in the purchase of
any item or vehicle. Only exchange money on collection of the item.
Please contact the seller directly

To place an advert here, please email the editor pickets.post@newforestda.com
Please include a clear photograph of the item for sale, the description, asking price and a
contact telephone number or email for buyers to contact

Pacifc250 caravan awning 800 1075
with fibreglass frame poles £650 very
good condition. Please contact Richard
Cottrell via our facebook page

