New Forest DA
Pickets Post Newsletter October 2021

Your Pickets Post Editor is John Burst,

Contact me on 07740621551 or email pickets.post@newforestda.com
Articles for the November issue to be with me by 21st Ocober please
Next Committee Meeting 13th of October 2021 (by Zoom)

Weekend stewards mobile number

www.newforestda.com

is now
07514 555790

Well, what a summer it has been. We have run many weekend meets and our THS’s have been well
attended with many of our regulars returning. I would like to thank all those who have given up their
time once again. This month I thought I would add a story from my summer. For those that do not know I
can be found working most weeks of the summer on the water, be that teaching people in their boats or
skippering charter sunseekers seen below.

So, Saturday 4th September started as usual with me going to Port
of Poole Marina and checking over the engines and equipment on
“Crackers”. The plan for the day was a morning and afternoon
charter. The morning went well with the usual fun of a group of
young men on a stag weekend who just drank beer and went
swimming. I returned for the afternoon charter and picked up a
family group celebrating a Birthday. We went out around the harbour; I then suggest that we go to the Bournemouth Air Show and
watch the Red Arrows out in the bay.
The Arrows performed a great display and we then moved off back
towards the harbour entrance. We cam along the beaches of
Branksome and Sandbanks. As I approached the chain ferry I could
hear the sound of a loud misfiring engine and asked Jess my crew “Is
that a plane?” She answered yes just as an old biplane came over
our heads at about 50 feet. The first thought was that it was incredibly low and part of its display but within a second it was obviously in
trouble and then ditch about some 200m in front of us. I immediately instructed the guests to sit down and went over to the plane to
assist. Fortunately, luck was on the pilots’ side that day, there was a

small inflatable dinghy that could get in close to help the pilot and wingwalker out of the water when
they appeared. I broadcast the mayday and kept the coastguard updated with the events and luckily
both persons were out and taken directly to a nearby pier where they were treated by the RNLI and Ambulance. Looking back on the events, I am amazed that no one was seriously hurt and as I pass this area
regularly, I am still shocked by how close to this being a more serious event this could have been.

There have been comments about youth and the general lack of children camping with our DA. I as
many would love to see more families out camping with us and I’m sure that we will see more over the
next few years. I thought I’d share this photo taken only a week or so ago.

Here are the Juniors and Youth of a few years back celebrating Lydia’s Wedding. Lydia, Kathryn, Rian,
Conor and Rebecca all of whom have fond memories of camping together with the DA. Kathryn is on our
committee and Rebecca can still be found out camping with us. Great to see them together having fun
and wishing Lydia & Luke a long and happy married life.

Tony
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2021 Bookings and Website Forms
Booking ahead for all meets is now hopefully becoming just a bad memory and from the
Birchwood Feast of Lanterns meet onwards we hope to return to un-booked meets.
Please do let the stewards know with a phone call at least that you intend to go to the
meet and which days, as this has been extremely useful for practical purposes. We are
still asking you to fill out the booking form on the website for Birchwood, due to the barrier being an automatic number recognition. But payment will now be going to a choice
between paying by BACS before the meet or by card on arrival using our new machines.
The same for Norden Farm, but because of limited pitch availability.

We intend to keep the bookings form page for some meets and to ensure that we offer
all members the same chance to book, all our sites will be published both on the DA
website (newforestda.com) and Facebook.

THS’s, continue to be unbooked meets. Please contact Janet or the THS stewards directly
to ensure that there is space available at the THS on thedays you would like
ths-officer@newforestda.com

If reading this electronically then click the below link to see the last booking forms for
this camping season.

DA Feast of Lanterns at Birchwwod September 30th to 4th of October

Norden Farm meet 7th to 10th of October

Booking Forms – New Forest DA

If you have any difficulties with the website or online booking form system, please
contact me, John on
webmaster@newforestda.com

Your Temporary Holiday Sites
No THS News this month, other than to say that All our THS’s this year have
been very successful and enjoyed by a great number of members from all
over the country

Thankyou to
Ballard School New Milton

Swanage & Wareham
Rugby Club

Breamore House
Fordingbridge

Birchwood Tourist Park
Wareham

And of course our wonderful volunteer stewards, without whom, we would
not have holiday meets. Not least, our lovely THS Officer Janet Setchell and
her husband Brian, who arrange and manage the meets every year

Sites News October 2021
We have listened to you the members about “just what you would like from next year’s camping” and
have been busy booking sites for next year. Some are still a work in progress, however we have



A pre-season meet at Birchwood Tourist Park



An early meet at Moreton club site



Easter at Alderholt with a village hall and some electric hook up on the field



First May Bank holiday at Furzebrook



Second May/June special Bank holiday, Queens Jubilee and DA Birthday meet at Sixpenny Handley
with the village hall



A June meet at West Parley, next to 2 garden centres with other attractions



A June meet at Bucklers Hard in the forest



An Airshow meet in September dor the Bournemouth Air Festival



A Feast of Lanterns meet at Birchwood Tourist Park

And many more in the planning/agreement stage… We have been busy trying to bring you your favourites and some new meets. Hopefully to suit all ages, as we are aware of the growing number of members
with young families. Despite what some folk say on Facebook, we welcome all members

I am hoping to bring news of more sites next month, with some dates, so you can all start planning the
2022 camping season

John

Some alarming news as published in the Lymington Times
The gist of this story is that a local environmental campaign group has put in a complaint to
the New Forest District Council. They in turn have raised an objection to our planned THS
meets in the area next year citing “potential contamination from water run off generated
by caravans and motorhomes”.
The club has raised this matter at “Director level” with the New Forest District Council, due
to the massive impact that banning camping in the New Forest would have on the the club.
Not to mention the massive financial impact on tourism and businesses income throughout the entire region.
At some stage there will be a campaign launched and petitions, we ask that you ALL please
consider supporting our case to have this challenge to our way of life overturned

We are hoping that this matter gets resolved quickly to the satisfaction of all parties.
Not least the Camping & Caravanning Club’s 75 year lease of the Camping in the Forest. Shutting
down ALL camping activities permanently as suggested will cost the area Billions of pounds in
tourist revenue every year.

The club headquarters and the management committees are already working to find a solution.
We will keep you all informed as this progresses

An update just before publishing
Things are moving fast, and unfortunately in the wrong direction. Other councils are jumping on

this problem, with Dorset now objecting to our Wareham Rugby Club THS. The team at headquarters are seeing similar around the country. It seems that a compromise must be reached,
possibly with DA’s Groups and landowners paying a new subsidy per unit night camped to offset
the cost of maintaining the environment. We will of course see what happens in due course

Site List 2021
Opens Closes

Venue

Map Reference
& Postcode

Fee pun

Stewards

Opens

February
Thursday Monday
18th
22nd

Birchwood C P

195/893913
BH20 7PA

£13 pun inc h/
Cancelled due to Covid
up

12:00pm

March

April
Thursday Monday
1st
5th

Easter
Church Farm
Sixpenny Handley

184/996174
SP5 5ND

£13-50 pun

Cancelled due to
Covid

12.00pm

Thursday Sunday
15th
18th

MORETON CCC

194/782 892
DT2 8BB

£6-50pun +
£5-95h/up

Tony & Dee Tester

1:00pm

May
Thursday
Monday
29th
3rd
(April)

Church Farm
Sixpenny Handley

184/996174
SP5 5ND

£13.50 pun
Inc VAT

Ian Fraser
John & Brenda Burst

12:00pm

Thursday Sunday
13th
16th

Exbury Gardens
(3 Nights)

196/426 987
SO45 1AZ

£13.50pun
Inc VAT

Graham Morton
& Tony Tester

10:00am

Furzebrook
(5 nights )

195/932 846
BH20 5AU

£10-80 pun

Chris & Linda Sawkins

12:00
noon

Thursday
27th

Tuesday
1st
June

Site List 2021
Opens Closes

Venue

Map Reference
& Postcode

Fee pun

Stewards

Opens

June
CHECK OUR T.H.S

Thursday
10th

Sunday
13th

New Park Farm
(3 Nights)

196/300 046
SO42 7QH

£13.50
Inc VAT

Graham Morton

10:00am

Thursday
24th

Sunday
27th

Bucklers Hard

196/406 003
SO42 7XB

£15.50 pun
Inc VAT

Tony & Dee Tester

10:00am

July
Thursday Monday
1st
5th

Bamptons Farm

196/339 954 SO41
5SH

£9-50 pun
Inc VAT

Chris Sawkins
Susan Chappell

12:00
noon

Thursday Monday
29th
2nd
July
August

Setthorns

195/263 004
BH25 5WA

£9-50 +
£5-95 h/up

John & Brenda Burst

1:00pm

£10 +
£3 EHU

John & Brenda Burst

12pm

August
05/08

08/08

Thursday Tuesday
26th
31st

Warren Park Farm
Opens 12pm

195/129117
SP63DE

Turnpike show ground
Shaftesbury
BCC FOL

183/835 243
SP7 9PL

See Southern
& Wessex BCC

September
02/09

07/09

Bournemouth Airshow
The Homestead
opens 12pm

195/093979
BH228SH

£10.50

John & Brenda Burst

12pm

Thursday
30th

Monday
4th
October

Birchwood FOL Meet
Opens 1pm

195/893913
BH20 7PA

£13.50

John & Brenda Burst
Tony & Dee Tester

1pm

Site List 2021
Opens

Closes

Venue

Map Reference &
Postcode

Fee pun

Stewards

Opens

Heather & Colin
Brown

1:00pm

October

Thursday
7th

Sunday
10th

Norden Farm
Corfe Castle

195/950 829
BH20 5DW

£13 inc h/up

Stewards Phone No - 07514 555790
Visit our website at newforestda.com
Email sites-officer@newforestda.com

Emergency Ward 10 — October 2021
Hello everyone!
Well, if you have been ‘out and about’ over the summer time/school holidays, I do hope you have
really enjoyed being “back in the field” and have had a wonderful time. We certainly couldn’t
complain about the weather this August could we, phew! what a scorcher!! Hopefully it helped
everyone get out and enjoy some good camping and a good holiday if you were off touring the
countryside. Ray and I are still “home bound” but we did manage to pop out for a visit to our
Holiday Site at Wareham and our thanks to the stewards, Janet & Brian and Jill & Roger for a very
welcome cuppa and gossip!!!

Since last month’s Pickets Post I have sent out 2 Get Well cards. A joint card went to Jeff and
Carole (Hill) and we hope that they are both feeling better. Good wishes also went to our Chairman, Tony (Tester) who is awaiting treatment for his eye and we wish him well.
If you do hear of anyone in the D.A. who is unwell or in hospital, please do let me know and I will
get a Get Well card off to them right away. Just get in touch:Margaret (Miller) – 01202 241605 – ray.miller7@ntlworld.com
Many thanks! … Marg x

VAL TILLER
A Sympathy card was sent to Alan (Tiller) following the sad passing of his wife Val. We were indeed saddened to hear the news that dear Val had passed away in Christchurch Hospital and we
send our deepest sympathies to Alan and all the family. For years Val and Alan were staunch long
standing New Forest D.A. members and served on Committee and as Social Secretary when we all
had such wonderful times. Also, for a number of years, Val and Alan organised a coach trip for
D.A. members to accompany them to go to London to see a West End Show. I’ve lost track of the
number of shows we went to see, but we all had such lovely trips with Val and Alan; so many
happy memories, God bless you Val.
15th September – Today Ray and I, along with 9 other D.A. members attended Val’s Funeral, the
Chapel at Bournemouth Crematorium was full and it was a lovely service and it was surprising to
find out that Val was, at one time, a Tiller girl!!! … literally!!!

LYDIA HANSFORD
On a happier note, a Wedding card, along with congratulations and best wishes was sent to Lydia, (former New Forest D.A. Youth member), and her “young man” Luke, who got married on 11th
September. We all send our very best wishes to them and hope they had a really wonderful day!

Rays Joke
A cabbie picks up a Nun. She gets into the cab, and the cab driver won’t stop staring at her. She
asks him why is he staring. He replies, “I have a question to ask you, but I don’t want to offend
you”. She answers, “My son, you cannot offend me. When you’re as old as I am and have been a
Nun as long as I have, you get a chance to see and hear just about everything. I’m sure that
there is nothing you could say or ask that I would find offensive”. “Well”, said the cabbie, “I’ve
always had a fantasy to have a Nun kiss me”. The Nun replies, “Well, let’s see what we can do
about that. First you have to be single and next, you must be Catholic”. The cab driver is very
excited and says, “Yes, I am single; and I’m Catholic too!”. “Okay” the Nun says, “Pull into the
next lay-by”. He does, and the Nun fulfils his fantasy with a kiss that would make a hooker blush.
But when they get back on the road, the cabbie starts crying. “My dear child,” said the Nun,
“Why are you crying?”. “Forgive me Sister, but I have sinned. I must confess to you that I lied.
I’m married and I’m not a Catholic”. “That’s okay” said the Nun, “I lied too, my name is Kevin and
I’m on my way to a Halloween party”.
***********

NEW FOREST
FEAST OF
LANTERNS
2013

HAPPY COLOURING JUNIORS!!
MARG X

I DON’T REMEMBER PLANTING THIS!!!!! …
THIS WONDERFUL “INTRUDER” APPEARED IN MY BEGONIA PATCH AND PRODUCED 21 FLOWERS!! … MARG (MILLER)

A Note from your Pickets Post Editor
Another month and another THS, here we are enjoying some down time at the Birchwood in Wareham THS. Such a lovely site and really pleasant company, with truly exceptional weather. Let’s hope it holds till the end of the month, when our DA Feast of Lanterns meet carries straight on
Brenda & myself are stewarding again, with Tony & Dee Tester and we have a few things
planned for the weekend. This includes a visit by a fish & chip van on the Saturday evening and weather willing a good old fashioned “Tea round the pole” on Sunday morning. It
is so lovely to be able to continue our favourite gatherings and traditions again.
If you are planning to join us at Birchwood, please do use the form on the website to let
us know details. The site have an automated number plate recognition barrier at the entrance. So if we let them know you are coming, you will get access without having to
book in at reception. Then follow the road right round the site and look out for NFDA
signs and the flags at the stewards, where we will show you to your pitch. Please remember to let us know if you are intending to light up or do a window display on the
Saturday night. Then we can try to group you together to make it easier for those wandering around looking at the various displays. Remember, the theme this year is the 70s
in honour of NFDA’s 50th birthday
For our very latest news and up to date details on meets, please do join our facebook
group or visit our website

If any of you have anything to add for next month, please do get in touch

Johnpickets-post@newforestda.com

Pickets Post Classified Section
You are welcome and encouraged to advertise for sale your spare equipment, caravan or
motorhome here in pickets post. We have a growing readership and you have direct access to fellow DA members.
The DA and The Camping & Caravanning Club hold out no responsibility for any item advertised for sale. Any purchaser is advised to respect due diligence in the purchase of
any item or vehicle. Only exchange money on collection of the item.
Please contact the seller directly

To place an advert here, please email the editor pickets.post@newforestda.com
Please include a clear photograph of the item for sale, the description, asking price and a
contact telephone number or email for buyers to contact

used 40ltr Aquaroll with collapsible
handle. In good clean condition
ready to use. £20, collect from a meet
or Christchurch. Contact John Burst
john@staffalot.co.uk 07740621551

